
Oeorge IiI. Racon, Engineerjtstte of Utah
Stat e Cap lt ol- Bu i1i[ ing
'ia1t lake Clty, lltah

Dear Jlr:

I th ink en,q ine e rs shrulcl
their needs as tD r"rsr,,gp,
is an .:ce'li;onB.L ,/ei1f .
th is ret'T it cl i Ie.;t..J" -

Ye observed 1ri.,.i ,rie:lr the
water in the ditch- th.ls
have been crrltivateo :r.re

I,apoint Utah
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be ed.ricated reg'aro.ing these
anc- 1159 r:'ir,i g1' L:,ccn rci inglu'.
'he 1ancls Con't reqn ire iire

gress burned- 'rn't11,, .'itcir
j/ear the veget:rt ion in ti:e
doing verjr nicely. r?ere it

I 931

O6c.

In replying to a letter wrltten b.y' PauI F. Ilenderson, lngine.,r
frrigatlon Pro jeet, ],lyton lltah, in ans,,rer to rj. letter u/ritten by
C. A. Thompson, bearing date IJay 29, 1931, regarciing irrigat ion''vater d. istribution this se';son. ft rnight be rve11 t.: expla in
ncre in d.etall the state.',ent regard-ints '"'u"to in water dis-
tribution and lls€ r I,Ir. IlenilersDn and LIr. Colton need. not have
at:p1ie:i it all to themselves. llr. Thocrpson in his :;tltement
meant all concerned--the rlsers as ,r'el1 as dist:ibriterc--''fhiterocks people incl,rt,ied.

I make t-he statement that if rill the lvai;er hero this Tear had.
been nroperly ciist-cibnte r ;ri1d use,i iiiere i'r/ortlC. iiarre r,€i;1i nl
lands bea '' ing useful crops br-rt co:r1ci ha','e hiid one iri'igat i,-rn
at leest. lis tt ir- there i:-: a nurriber ot' acres had no vI:rter.

There are others "'hD ''ril1 supllori tire stat€lt'-rrt, th:se r.--,'.ito

rre ed.ncated. to tiie nerJd.g of tirese la.ncis.

T donrt appreciate the s'uaieirrent Ilr. Tienciei"son maKes reFariiing
urater being a gift frrrn tire Godlern-nent bec:- lise bne i'o.iernr;rent
h''liens to be in e pnr,ition t,: clsrin so much d,uty. I clonrt
conslder mishts rights. 411 ed.uc:;ted people irn':ur 'bhat there is
a greal wsste in the use or vJater here: not onLi waste bnt cles-
trt,ction to ';i:e lands and cr.Dps.

J,ands and v€g:riation l-jjle cr.n be d:otvnecl the game as animal
1if e ir-hd , by some, that is be ing clone irrp urilglei:aler'. I say
it is crinin::l. 'oe alI |,11'-r,'r that the lands here are nor" fuI1 of
v,rater rtnder the surl'ace. Jou canrt d.ig a well ir.eie rvithorrt
cD;lilir-. in c.rntact 'yitir ,,iff:rce ,"ater. - ;i11 the lands necii ir; ti e
r:'rter rirsheo ovc.r it then mcvec.. That is the '"lB.i lve use the .rsf p1
"'i:cn "'e can Fet it on oi),r prcpcrt;r iiete ab I,:-'.poirtt. ti,hen
l:r. -honpson is engagtci. :ti otiter v.'ofk I tr,i;e t rre shovel anii see
f,ir9 rvz-f,sp is rncving, and, not allolved. to cl estr,-.y land.s anC crop:i.
The fe:jrrlts F..re nlain to he i:ieen.

State Eq8in.er'r

land. s andnhis irear'
!'/Eter

b:, nl: .iln0. 1"'

j'l eLcl s tha t
not 7'or

the vrevel the alt'al-fa vroulcL be exceptional.

Tdon'ttiriniithetanengineerMv.lirhoutaknow-

--*E*ia;l -*s.*



ledge ,-.J' conci-itions. '7hi1e passing B pIBce 1"'8ierecl by
governrtent ulr.ter ab out trlo tueeks ag'o t're not ice..l the rrs i gl' r:'gg
throrrFh bhe lenp- r;ir oi' gra irt ro'tt"; anii cross in5-: "ilc L'oad. it
s:houict rrBVs been moved to anoi;her p1ace. l pproxim.ltell' six
ha:r ct: f rter lve cante i;J tite sane place-thc '.';atei' \'rBS uiet rtrnn Ln5'

in the same pla.ce.and r''asiring tiie lanes. Another partu' t-ni'ormed
uS that |ii:: knet"r l":here t,te rvater rlln ircr;i 'ednesda/ rrntil- ;jatu:LlajI
in Dne p1 rt.::; lrI grail'I ,)ni, hliiL not gr 11 gotten tirro'igh.

Tl:is is rraste oi the worst .-'nti. ;iome oI the 1:rnO- itllti. crops
cr.rorrrnt.d---the othet's tl:i-,:st"r'. r:l,nother happening tr-nd,c'r our
obBervation, a nxan 1'rilo has lands rrnrier "lhite.rocl:s Irri;rsiliott
s-rstern r.r'res vr':tering it vliUh ,::ater 1.roti Y S. Deepcreei: canal .

"'h ile our "'hiteroelis 'la.Da1 1"'3 r-i rtrun Lng orrl l:-,rt.r;,'' r'ater.
w

f have land that coulo be ''atered b/ ','/. 5. Deepcree,l eanal.
llhat arrangenenis c' n f mr,lce at the of-ice f or \rrr,t*t to lrs€ oll
f h i q 'l ond9vLrv

I think if soj;ie respDnsible could. coh<j.cj;.icclfil to ta1]: cno ar-rvise
"'L'iir tl-e t'ermers, sDme o:'rnrhcrn c:rilci explain urnditions, rnuclt
"'ater corrl,l- be u-,ed. tc bettec a ivantage.

fegard ing the Ii+- seconLi. ieet for i?hlterocks l,lr. ilendersen
failed to state the an-tlnt of t:a1.;e r t]:at rettr::I1cl to niein
channel of river. aboue cl iverlr i on of lleepcre ek canal . ?he
lJb second. fe. t IJr. Thompson wes estimating at the Eest bridge
a1'ter the 'Yhiterocks :-.iver ]:ad enterecl the liintah :ir[ver.
llr. Thompson olAims, 'Jetr, his estirnate \:'aS lrnder tile anrltnt
if en; d.if., erence. In your stst,ement re;'arci ing the lza scctnd
fe t on that particular tra; being amount in river, -io11

inchrrlc.ci the l''arra Creek r.',rhiclt d-iversion so f am told is
above the 1T. S. G, G. Foitrge.
-fou also glve the impresgl?4-lhat'rI. S. -leepcreek ci.tnal "'aS dravr-
ing its a,-],rut. .ln1/ -net€ffiT- had. r'ateE In it above brea.i: 1n
canal . The rema inin;' canal t'ras enpt,;: be in6: repe i led-. fhe
''rhtterocks can:1 irai; 1O seccnd, feet in i-u cn that c1a;r :.ccori ing
to illenn Seed rs statement. ileedrs atrthcr Lti being Cloward-.

,ccoriing to l,lr riend,rJ<jc1'l -1r -,'rlt?nr s extii,iate, if I'intah :tiver
rrrasi cai'r;ing its anount in porp'-.rt ion tr its capa.; it;r s5
co;*ipared- '.'itr: lIhiterocks river .{cur11 ciisco'i'c J llr. "l}rrrrilrsonrs
e.'t irrr:r.t ion is not er.:afge,:ated.

Jne oi the Soverment enpl'-\;ree I s ren[rr]:ed- in otir presencc- tliat
,tr,- liearc'1. l1r. TTenderson give 3. C. Colton (vr.hi1e at tlre bre:rk in
Deepcreek '-l:rna1 ) order to send l,he v,:ter d.own tl:e lower
flcve rnraent canal ; io b€ rri]ed. vhile breai: in tl.-e jcepcreei: v.':'-S

b e ing fepa irec, . I1e spoke ot- lJ. J. Colton be ing on lihe Iob.
Yes, r:re are acquainteci with him--have becn l-or l,irirty years.

Cne thing Mr. Colton has been'd.olng this season is ord.erlng 811
the culinarr,' rvater turned to Ouray '/a11ey people (crnslsting
of. ai.rcrrt 16 families) fotr daTs a wer:k and three ctays to the
tfrh lterocks p€or,1e -1C0 fariil-ies or more. The der-en,,ant
canal Jom"rirnies this rre,.ir are aritiing nore €lr|E11r:e b7 r'c-Lci iniu
n.lrrir\r:r'r 3oer^d and e:iecutive 0cnnittee. ljome more on tite job.
ancl So it '"i11 continu-e--. One o{ the great evils to dr/ is too



msny on the job getting their breao through the sr,vea.t olj the
other fellows broqr. It has gon€ to the extrertte.

Conc,trnlng an agreercent between settlers end Indian servlee
regard ing cl istrlbut ion of water, I f lnd no !?ritten agreernent in
secretary off ice at Soosevelt. I.ir. Colton has not niade a reply
at present dste to letter lvf itten I.Iay 29, 19o1 by C. A. Thompson.

I cleern it my right to a.nsv'Ier llr. Henci rsont s letter to i'ir.
Thompson. I take it a part applies to me. tr{e ha'e llt:ed here in
this leservation for about tvrsaly 'ife .,ieers, and have seen
the bulldlng and. know something abotit pioneering.

Thls year tn'notlcing the amount of snou/ od the ntountain vhile
rve r.rere cut to culina "y water, and -1. S. Deepcr.eek canal
being repaired.. '!?e felt something vras vilrong in the t"ray the
water lr/air beinc hand1ed.. lrlr. ?hompson rr:&1 j,zeo it to be
a ffl.ard da,rs ride to make an inves'iS'tion h.esitated. so f en-
couraged irlrn to go.

I'elI f hope good. wil-I come of it. f belleve i1' 7ou had Ilved e.s
ure have for tv,lentT ye.i:s ln sr.rspen-re "'iust on account of the vrater
sitrration 7ou woulri feel as we f'ee1 . .

Thls water situation hes nade a veritable helI (oY us.
I

I have should,ered my load. by IIr. Thompsonf s side in subdtling
this parched. d.eseret couhtrT.I"e have built a falrly comfortable
home lrno -re out of d.ebt. But to continu.e anct live longer in a
lifr: of' sllspense cltre nostl,, to negligence of man 1 r:-trl ahnost
rean;r to sa7 to all - go back to yrur priniitive stl te, what
.fou once were, e roaming Ind.ians, In/igrrrepsr, sage brush and.
shadscerle and r:rs v,iff seek a home in another land..

f repeat again, up to the present had all concerned. in the
d istribution anrr proper use of water here in this locality
not wasted the water all could hzr.yg irad strff icient r'itter.
l}:r1 this been d.one there vrould be less incentive to build mobe

re-oervoirs, rrltich ih.in[ is n.'r popular f or somg.

I notel.[r. Ilenclerson carrles the name of the gree.t Gentile
Aiost i1e. I,Tay he g-.o d.ot':n in history .!.oing sor-le of the
works oj" that great [IBI1r

iiespectfully,


